National Living Donor Assistance Center (NLDAC)
*Guideline for Determining Preference Categories

Preference Category Matrix

	Guide for Determining Preference Category
	Recipient income ≤300% HHS poverty guidelines
	Recipient income >300% HHS poverty guidelines with hardship
	Recipient income >300% HHS poverty guidelines without hardship

	Donor income ≤300% HHS poverty guidelines


	Preference category
 1


	
	

	Donor income

> 300% HHS poverty guidelines with hardship


	Preference category 
2

	Preference category

4
	Not eligible

	Donor income >300% HHS poverty guidelines without hardship

	Preference category 
3

	
	


Preference Category 1: Donor income and recipient income are each ≤ 300% of HHS Poverty Guidelines in effect at the time of the eligibility determination in their respective states of primary residence. 

Preference Category 2: Although donor income > 300% of the HHS Poverty Guidelines in effect in the state of primary residence at the time of eligibility determination, the donor demonstrates financial hardship.  Recipient income is ≤ 300% of the HHS Poverty Guidelines in the state of primary residence at the time of eligibility determination.

Preference Category 3: Any living organ donor, regardless of income or financial hardship, if the recipient’s income is ≤ 300% of the HHS Poverty Guidelines in effect in the recipient’s state of primary residence at the time of eligibility determination. 

Preference Category 4: Any living organ donor, regardless of income or financial hardship, when the recipient’s income is > 300% of the HHS Poverty Guidelines but demonstrates hardship, in effect in the state of primary residence at the time of eligibility determination. 

*Authorizing statute (section 377 of the public Health Service Act, as amended, 42 U.S.C 274f) provides that payments are not to be made if a donor’s eligible expenses have been, or reasonably can be expected to be, paid by the organ recipient.  The authorizing statute stipulates that the HHS Secretary, in carrying out this program, shall give preference to those individuals that the Secretary determines are more likely to be otherwise unable to meet such expenses. 

